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Established in 1986, the Hyde chair of Excellence allows 
the College of Architecture to attract visiting faculty 
of national and international distinction.  Through this 
endowment, renowned scholars and practitioners are 
invited to spend a semester or more in residence at the 
College, working with and teaching architecture, interior 
design, and planning students in studios, and in an 
informal mentor role.  

The Hyde Chair of Excellence was made possible by the 
generosity of Mrs. Flora Hyde in honor of the memory of 
her late husband, A. Leicester Hyde.  Mr. Hyde was a 1925 
graduate of Architecture and Engineering.
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University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

is pleased to announce 

CHRIS ABEL 

as the appointee to 

THE HYDE CHAIR OF EXCELLENCE IN 

ARCHITECTURE. 

Chris Abel is a British born architectural teacher and critic and 
the author of numerous publications of theory and criticism. 
He first came to international prominence with a series of 
ground-breaking essays published in Architectural Design in 
the 1960s and 70s. In his essays, which explored such subjects 
as self-organizing urban systems and computer based methods 
of flexible production, Chris anticipated many contemporary 
developments in design theory and building technology. In the 
following years he continued exploring new design approaches 
and travelled widely, teaching at major universities in the UK, 
North and South America, the Middle East and Southeast Asia.

Chris’s recent interests include new forms of high-rise building 
and in 2003 Norman Foster invited him to co-curate an international 
exhibition, ‘Sky High: Vertical Architecture’, at the Royal Academy of 
Arts in London, for which he also wrote a book of the same title. Chris’s 
other books include: Architecture and Identity, and Architecture, 
Technology and Process, both by Architectural Press. In 2004 he 
immigrated to Australia and currently teaches at the University 
of Sydney where he runs the Vertical Architecture Studio (VAST), 
a focus for research into sustainable, high-density urban form.
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